GIDEON TIFFANY
(From a daguerreot:ype.) By his wife, who was the widow of the Reverend George Farrar of Easton, Massachusetts, he had six sons and four daughters. The eldest son, Silvester, was born at Norton in }759. Oliver and George, the next two sons, were born at Norton in 1763 and 1765 respectively. Gideon, Dean, and Isaac Hall, the younger sons, were all born at Keene, New Hampshire, the first in 1774, the second in 1775, and the third in 1777. The daughters do not here concern us. Dr. Gideon Tiffany gave his sons a good education. Silvester Tiffany entered Dartmouth College in 1775; and while he did not graduate, he spent two years at Dartmouth. Oliver and George graduated from Dartmouth in 1786: Oliver then qualified as a physician at the Philadelphia Medical College, and George qualified as a lawyer at Schoharie, New York. Isaac Hall also graduated from Dartmouth College; but for some reason neither Gideon nor Dean went to college, though both received a secondary school education at Hanover, New Hampshire. 4
After leaving Dartmouth, Silvester Tiffany seems to have become a printer and journalist. At any rate, we find him in 1791 beginning in Lansingburgh, New York, the publication of a newspaper entitled the American Spy, in conjunction with a partner named William Wands; and when this journal ceased publication in 1792, he began the following year a new paper, entitled Tiffany's Recorder. This, however, ceased publication in 1794; and for a year or two after that Silvester Tiffany would appear to have carried on at Lansingburgh a general printing business. We know that he published at Lansingburgh in 1795 a reprint of an English book, the History of North America, by "the Rev. Mr. Cooper. "5 It seems probable that, while Silvester Tiffany was pursuing his chequered career as a printer at Lansingburgh, he was joined there by his younger brother Gideon. It is difficult to account otherwise for Gideon Tiffany's mastery of the printing business at the early age of nineteen, when he went to Newark (Niagara), Upper Canada, to fill the position of government printer vacated by Louis Roy when he shook the dust of Niagara off his feet in 1794. We are here in the realm of conjecture; but it seems reasonable to suppose that when Louis Roy resigned in the summer of 1794, word spread through northern New York State that the provincial no doubt wrote to his brother Oliver telling him of the openings in the Niagara peninsula. As early as May 215, 1796, a petition by Oliver Tiffany was received by the clerk of the Executive Council stating that he had already been admitted to pra. ctise as a physician, but praying also for a grant of land; and he was recommended for a grant of 200 acres. Later, on October 8, 1796, a second petition from him was read in Council; and on this occasion he received a further grant of 600 acres, upon producing certificates that he had taken the required oaths. 8 At the time of making the first of these applications, Dr. Oliver Tiffany was living at Grimsby; but shortly. afterwards he removed to Ancaster, Upper Canada, and there he lived until his death on May 7, 18815. He must have brought into the world a large number of children in the Niagara peninsula, and at the head of Lake Ontario; and some of these children were named after him. Later, a fourth brother, George, the lawyer, came to Upper Canada, and settled at Ancaster; but this was either just before the War of 1812, or just after it.
Early in 1796 Gideon Tiffany, with the enthusiasm of youth, conceived the idea of publishing a "monthly magazine," and he communicated his proposal to Colonel Simcoe's secretary, Major (afterwards Sir) Edward B. Littlehales. The result was a reproof so devastating that it reveals the fact that the young American printer was in anything but good standing with Government House. Major Littlehales's reply is worthy of being reproduced in full:
York, 15th Feb. 1796. Mr. Tiffany, Herewith I return the account transmitted in your letter of the 12 of last month, as neither my situation or avocations will ever permit me to interfere in the private concerns of individuals. In reply to your request relative to the publication of a Monthly Magazine, I am to observe it is of the greatest importance that the Provincial Statutes should be printed and promulgated; in consequence of which, your whole attention is to be devoted to this most necessary. object in conformity to the instructions of the 12th of November delivered to you by Mr. Clark.
His Excellency is mtlch surprised in seeing an advertisement in the late Gazette you published respecting the scarcity of paper in Albany. I am therefore to signify to you, that in future, you must procure paper from Montreal, as you will not be permitted to get it from the United States.
The salary to you, as the printer of the Government is principally given for printing a weekly Gazette regularly. His Excellency expects this service is regularly executed. Extracts from Magazines, Agricultural Books, &c., furnish useful BE. A. Cruikshank (ed.), "Petitions for Grants of Land, 1792-6" (Ontario Historical Society, Papers and Records, XXIV, 1027, 140). and instructive mateddais in abundance for the Upper Canada Gazette, whenever there is a dearth of political Intelligence or other public news, and there can be but little doubt, that on due application, Gentlemen of knowledge and information, such as Mr. Russell, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Smith, &c., will at any time assist you with subjects for your paper, which may be of great utility to the settlers in the King's Province.
I have laid your petition before His Excellency, to be appointed post master. Your remaining at Niagara is precarious, and Mr. Edwards, a respectable person, has a preferable claim to this office. It is to be apprehended that the linen you brought to Oswego unauthorized, will be considered as contraband by the pre- hating poritical knowledge thro' this province." They still had their printing press, and in 1700 they were actually employed by the House of Assembly of Upper Canada to print the Niagara Portage Bill, a pamphlet of twelve pages. On July 20, 1700, they issued the first number of the first non-official newspaper in the province, the Canada Constellation. xx This paper was published weekly at Niagara by "S. and G. Tiffany" until January 11, 1800, when the partnership of the two brothers was dissolved by the withdrawal of Gideon. One would judge that Gideon had, after six years of struggle, become weary of trying to conduct a newspaper among the primitive conditions then prevailing, and decided to seek another means of livelihood; whereas Silvester, who was apparently a cripple, preferred to struggle on as a printer. •The incomplete file of the Niagara Herald in the Ontario Legislative Library runs from January 24, 1801, to August 28, 1802. in honour of the Queen's birthday, it verged on lgse majestY. Titus Geer Simons's loyal soul roused itself; and in the issue of the Gazette for January 31, he paid his compliments to Silvester Tiffany in no uncertain terms: "A very slight knowledge of your biography has convinced me that gratitude is no more an ingredient of your mental composition than uniformity is of your corporal ....
It is not certain how long Silvester
As one of the retainers of criticism, I give you the rank of scavenger--and from the perverseness of a swinish disposition, I anticipate nothing but to see you constantly grovelling amongst filth, your natural element." Later he referred to the "exiles and aliens," the "atheists and sprawling democrats," for whom Upper Canada was unfortunately an asylum, in such a way as to suggest that the editor of the Niagara Herald might be deemed to come under these heads.
Tiffany replied to this outburst, with some dignity, as follows:
In my "biography," he will find me neither better nor worse than other men; yet I doubt not but he will distort it as much as malice and falsehood can represent. ... The Herald Editor is certainly a cripple, and however much deformed in the corporal structure of his body, does not conceive himself to blame for the shapes that his Maker was pleased to give him; with all the ingratitude imputed to him, he never murmured that he had not been made the pretty thing that Sancho is; but on the contrary is extremely thankful that he is what he is, and anything but But we know that Dr. Oliver Tiffany, who was a bachelor, was early reputed to be one of the wealthiest men at the head of Lake Ontario; and it would seem probable that Gideon went to Middlesex County as his land agent.
In any case, it' cannot be supposed that the speculation proved very profitable; for it is an undoubted fact that the present village of Delaware is not on the site where Gideon Tiffany planned it.
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